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	Date
	Class Level
4th – 6th 
	Subject
ENGLISH

	Strand: ORAL LANGUAGE / READING/ WRITING 
	Strand Unit: Receptiveness to language • Competence and confidence in using language • Developing cognitive abilities through language 
• Emotional and imaginative development through language

	Title: CREATIVE WRITING – PLANNING A SUPER HERO STORY

	Objective(s): The aim of the lesson plan is for the children to use their imagination to help share and discuss their ideas and solutions to the issues relating to climate change and how it is effecting the ocean. The planning session and sheets will provide the children the skills to brainstorm and develop their ideas about a super hero and the class can work together to care for our ocean.  

	Skills Required
Developing skills through: • Reading • Listening • Understanding • Writing • Spelling • Grammar • Drafting • Revising and editing • Developing imagination, creativity and confidence in using oral language skills.




	Learning Objectives

Understand and discuss facts about Climate Change and how it is affecting the ocean.

Become familiar with UN Sustainable Goal 13 – Climate Action and UN Sustainable Goals 14 – Life Under Water

Reflect on the different types of people and organisations that are taking action against climate change in the children’s community, country and around the world.

Develop their writing skills – writing a story about an ocean super hero saving the ocean from climate change.


	Learning Activities

KWL chart:
Begin the lesson using a KWL chart, where the children can track information before and after the lesson. Ask the children leading questions from the chart: • What do you already ‘know’ about this topic? • What things do you ‘want’ to learn about the topic • What did you ‘learn’ from doing your research?

Teacher Directed Approach:
· Discuss with the class what they have learned about climate change, how it is affecting the ocean, and the people and organisations in your communities, country and the world that are taking action against climate change. 
· Introduce the idea of Super Heroes and what they mean to people.  Explain that often super heroes are central to undertaking challenges, incredibly difficult quests, and often go on a dangerous journey to get to their destination.  
· Often the purpose of a super hero story is that it aims to educate, inform as well as entertain the reader.  This is done through exciting tales, stories of action and suspense, as well as exploring new worlds, new strange creatures and some with super powers.  

Investigative approach: 
· You may want to refer to the Explorer lesson DEVELOPING WRITING STYLES – USING PARAGRAPHS TO CREATE AN OCEAN SUPER HERO and CREATIVE WRITING - CREATING DIALOGUE - Super Hero Characters Save the Ocean, for additional lessons in this area.

· Encourage the children to think about climate change and how it affects the ocean and the rest of the world. What are the main messages & facts that they would want to share with other people?  

The super hero story and planning:
· Engage with the children using a super hero story that they would be familiar with and discuss:
· The Super Hero: Ask the children to identify some of their favourite super heroes that they have read or watch on TV or at the movies. Identify what qualities they think are important for a super hero. This might include being brave or incredibly intelligent. The super hero may have a special object that gives them the special super powers or skills.
· The Villain: Identify the character of the villain.  What is the villain’s goal?
· Get the children to describe the super hero and the villain.  
· The Quest or Challenge the super hero has to face:  Discuss with the children the problem that the super hero has to solve.  This may include surviving dangerous villains or a monster; a journey across or under a dangerous ocean or land; or a quest to rescue a person or object, recover a special object or prevent evil villain from causing destruction or gaining evil power. 
· The Dangerous Journey: Discuss with the children the journey the super hero has taken and the battle for survival.  
· Danger and Tension: Highlight with the children that often the super hero has to encounter and get through several dangerous stages during the travels before they reach the final destination.  These stages set the scene for the reader to learn more about the characters’ abilities, weaknesses, friends and foe, while getting through the obstacles.  Discuss with the children the settings, obstacles, atmosphere etc.
· What is Suspense: Using the example of a super hero show how the story is told to create suspense.  This might provide examples of how the story is leading the reader into danger, fear, or is feeling anxious.
· What are the Obstacles: Highlight the obstacles.
· The use of EMOTION: Explain to the children that for a reader to be caught up in the story they need to be able to relate to how the hero feels.  It is important to describe reaction and interactions to situations.  Highlight how the superhero feels in moment a situation occurs e.g. falling stomach, racing heart etc; describe their facial expressions, eyes wide open and voice lost etc…

Writing Exercise – Planning a Super Hero Story:
· Introduce the idea of working in teams to write a story about an ocean super hero saving the ocean from climate change.  You may want to introduce the concept of the story that “We are living in a time where urgent action is required.  We need to save the ocean and all of its animals and plants from climate change; as well as enable future generations to be able live on clean planet.  What are we going to do?”
· There are a number of elements to the story that should be considered and discussed with the children before they write it in full.  Using the EXPLORERS OCEAN SUPER HERO STORY PLANNING SHEET, encourage the children to work in pairs or groups to help with their brain storming. The Planning sheet can be used to collect the phrases and sentences that they may want to use in the story.
· The following will help with planning including establishing: the plot; the characters; the item with special powers; the elements of suspense; as well as the setting and interaction and reaction for each of the scenes. 
1. An ordinary day for a super hero:  A super hero often lives amongst people, has a normal ordinary life, doing much of what we all do every day. However, the hero often feels slightly different. 
Encourage the children to think about: What makes the hero different from his / her friends?
2. The hero has to go on away from home, to embark on a new adventure or challenge: The super hero maybe comfortable at home and doesn’t want go anywhere or get involved.  It will often take a discovery of a super power or the knowledge that the world / ocean is under serious threat and in danger of being destroyed by an evil creature, villain, or rival. The evil creature, villain or rival could be human, an animal or mechanical.
Encourage the children to think about: What event takes place that gets the super hero involved in the quest?  What does the challenge or adventure involve?
3. The journey: The journey to the destination is often important as they may meet someone (a human or character that might be an animal or mechanical or mystical creature) who provides them with important information about the evil villain.  Sometimes that character/s will join the superhero on the journey. The hero may find an object that provides him/her with super powers.
Encourage the children to think about: Who does the super hero meet on the journey? Does the super hero discover an object that gives him/her super powers? 
4. The main adventure in location: The new setting is very different from their home and is full of dangers and threats.  It may be a far off land, a secret kingdom under the ocean, a cave etc.  Encourage the children to think about: How do they feel in the location? What does the hero see, hear, smell, taste, feel? What are the obstacles to their destination? 
5. Testing the super hero: At this point in the journey the hero’s strength, bravery, and determination is tested.  At this point the hero may meet the villain’s allies or there has been a major storm or activity.  At this point they often lose their special object that has super powers etc.  
The event provides an opportunity to learn more about the villain or the final destination leading up to the big challenge. 
Encourage the children to think about:  What scenes or events take place?  What does the super hero experience? What interaction is there – describe the movement and actions that take place? What does the super hero learn about the villain from the villain’s allies? Don’t forget to describe what the super hero feels during the experience.
6. The dark moment is about to take place: This is the major point where the hero is often in the greatest danger of all!  They have overcome the tests and obstacles and have now arrived for the biggest challenge.  There is lots of suspense.  It is often where the hero finds the villain’s location or the villain finds the super hero.
Encourage the children to think about:  Describe what the setting looks like.  Which way does the hero go through the setting? What action takes place? What smells and sounds does the hero sense? How does the hero feel – are they afraid, nervous, scared?  
7. Climax – the ultimate danger is resolved:  The final part of the story unfolds where the hero has to come up with a plan to help face the ultimate danger and villain.  Encourage the children to think about:  What advantages does the villain have? Does the super hero have any help? – remember the super power object? How is the villain defeated? Does anyone get injured? What happens to the villain? What does the super hero feel like? 
8. Heading home: This is the resolution in the story where the super hero is successful in the quest.  It often provides a moment to reflect on the good and the importance of team work.  Encourage the children to think about:  What has happened to the super hero after completing the ocean super hero adventure?  Have they changed? Are they more confident within themselves?  How do they feel saving the ocean from climate change? Have they helped people change for the better?
Next step:
· The next step is for the children to complete the creative writing exercise by writing a story, play or even a poem based on the theme of saving the ocean from Climate Change.
· The children may want to develop their stories into a comic strip.  See EXPLORERS_CREATE AN OCEAN HERO COMIC BOOK TEMPLATE, which is available on www.explorers.ie 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]As part of the art class, get the children to develop a pop art poster showing the characters and other elements of the story.

Talk and Discussion: 
· Get the children to share their ideas for the stories with the rest of the class and provide positive feedback on each story.
· Discuss what the characters look like if they were to draw them as a pop art poster.  What elements of the story could be used on a poster to promote the successful quest of their super hero saving the ocean from climate change.

	Resources:
· KWL chart
For Children:
· See NASA's Climate Kids Eyes on the Earth website https://climatekids.nasa.gov/menu/big-questions/
· UN Sustainable Development Goals 13 & 14:
· https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/climate-change/   https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/oceans/u

	Differentiation
Higher and Lower order questioning. Differentiate group activities and roles to account of individual needs, by support, task. Mixed ability pairing.

	Assessment
Children: KWL chart (What I know, What I want to know, What I learned) 
Teacher observation and questioning: Mind Mapping – colour code what children know / new concepts introduced
Examine learning outcomes before and after e.g. knowledge, understanding, skills.
Evaluation: Reflect on learning experiences that lead to the outcomes e.g. attitudes, enjoyment, as well as motivation to learn about the subject.

	Linkage and Integration
English – writing stories, learning the structures of plots and understanding characters, writing poems.
Visual Arts – creative drawing 
Science  / Geography – Environmental awareness and care, caring for my locality / caring for my environment, science and the environment
Geography – Human Environments, People living and working in local areas, People living and working in contrasting part of Ireland, People in other lands (e.g. island nations)
Natural Environments – The local and natural environment, Weather and climate.
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